The official principle in the penal procedure
Summary:

The study examines the official principle in the penal procedure. This judicial principle has not been developed in our legal literature and this study makes an attempt to fill this gap. The dissertation work treats matters of general theoretical nature related to the occurrence of the official principle, its historical development, its establishment as a fundamental principle in the penal procedure activity and its place in the system of basic principles of the penal procedure in Chapter two of the Penal Procedure Code (PPC). The principle has been studies in view of its interaction and correlation with some of the other fundamental principles. The sense of the official principle of a guarantee of the manifestation of certain basic principles has been developed on the basis of this analysis, including competitiveness. Particular attention has been devoted to the name of the principle and the matters concerning the subjects of the official principle have been examined, along with the substance and the content of the principle, proposing some specific definitions as well. The matter concerning the exceptions from the official principle has been broached too, which are traditionally reviewed in connection with the principle. Part of the study examines the guarantees of implementation of the official principle, which have been developed in a separate paragraph. The subject of the conducted study includes investigation and analysis of the significant manifestations of the official principle in penal case proceedings from their initiation to their completion with an effective court judgment and its execution. On the grounds of the analysis made of Bulgarian and international literature treating the matter of the official principle, as well as on the basis of the analysis of the judicial practice on particular matters, a number of de lege ferenda proposals have been developed for legislation improvement. The main proposal concerns the development of a dedicated legal text in Chapter two of PPC, which treats the official principle, with a specific structure and content also included in the proposal. 
