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Ocnosanue 3a npeacTaBsHe HA CTAHOBMIUETO: yYacTHE B ChCTAaBA HA HAYYHOTO XKYpH MO
3aUIMTa HA AUCEPTAUMOHHUA TPy chriacHo 3amosea Ne PJI-09-32/28.02.2022 r. na qupektopa
xa UIT npu BAH npod. n-p Upena Unuesa.

1. Undopmanus 3a AucepranTa

bopuc MaHoB e 3auucnien B 10KTOpcKa nporpama KbM Cekuus ,,Mesk1yHapoaHOMpPaBHHU
Hayku™ wa HMIIT no waywsa crneumannocT “MexIyHapomHO NpPaBO M MEXIyHAPOIHH
OTHOIeHUs™ chriacHo 3anosen Ha Jlupekropa Ha UITT npu BAH Ne PJ1-09-109/08.12.2020 r.
OO0yueHHETO € OChLIECTBEHO B caMocTosTeNHa hopMa B AByroauiuen nepuoa ot 10.12.2020 xo
09.12.2022r.

JMcepTaHTBT € 3aBBPUIMI CPeIHOTO cH 00pa3oBaHMe B AMEPHUKAHCKH KOJEX B
3anuOypr, Asctpus. OByuasan ce e aBe roauHu B YHuBepcutera Ha AGwbpauiin, [lloTnanaus
Npean 1a ce NMpexBbp/iM BbB BHEHCKWS YHUBEPCHTET, KBIETO 3aBbpIUBAa OaKalaBbpCKaTa
nmporpama no nourosnorud. [Ipurexasa MarucTbpeka creneH no ,,MexIyHapOaHH OTHOLIECHHS
M MOJIMTUYECKA CUrypHOCT™ oT Baphenckus csoboaen ynusepcuter ,YepHopusen XpaGup.
[TpodecHOHANHUAT My ONMT € KaTo CHCTeMeH OfepaTop U HE € CBbP3aH C TeMaTa Ha
AuceprauuoHHus TpyA. ChlueBpeMEeHHO, MO BpeMe Ha CBOSTA JOKTOPAHTYPA, JAHCEPTAHTHT
peanusupa peiuua MeIHiHU W3SBU KAKTO U YYacTUsl B HAyYHH KOH(DEpEHLIUH.

boprc MaHOB e U3NMBAHKI U3LAIO HHAWBUAYAIHUS CU [IaH MO BpeMe Ha 00y4eHHeTo
CH KBM CeKUMs . MexyHapoAHONPaBHU HayKK™ U € JIeno3upall M3MCKBAHATA JTOKYMEHTALKS 3a

3alHTaTa HA JUCEpPTaALMATA.



2. Obma xapaKTepHCTHKA HA NPeACTABEHHS JUCEPTALHOHEH TPYA

Hucepraunonnuat Tpya, pa3paboTeH Ha aHIIMHCKK €3uK, € ¢ obeM 163 crpaHuum u
BKITHOYBA yBOJl, U3/TOXKEHUE B TPH TJIaBU M 3aKimoveHHe. OCBEH TOBA € MPEACTaBeH CIIUCHK Ha
M3M0/I3BaHaTa JIMTepaTypa, KOUTO Chabpka 20 U3TOYHULM HA KUPWIHLA U 212 U3TOUHULM Ha
AHIJIUNACKK €3UK.

PaspaboTkara e mnocBeTeHa Ha XPOHONOTHYEH MOJIUTUKO-HCTOPHYECKM AHATH3 Ha
KocMU4eckata monutuka Ha Kutaih B cpaBHUTeNEH MUaH ¢ Te3W HA APYrUTe /B BOJELIH
kocmudeckd cunum CAILl u Pycus. BpemeBMAT XOpM30HT Ha wu3cieaBaHeTo oOXBaiua
BB3HUKBAHETO HA KOCMHUYECKATa HAJNpeBapa U JI0CTUra 0 ChBPEMEHHUTE M3MEPEHUS Ha TO3M
npotec.

AKTyalHOCTTa Ha u30paHara TemMa 3a MEXIyHapoaHAaTa KOCMMYECKA HajampeBapa u
yuactueto Ha Kuraii B Hed e 0co6eHO BHCOKA NpeiBHI OFPOMHOTO 3Ha49eHHe Ha mporpeca B
Tasu cdepa 3a pasnpejieleHHETO HA GanaHca HA CWIMTE B MEXIYHApOIHHTE OTHOLIEHHS H
rnobanHaTa MKOHOMHMKA. 95% OT KOCMUYECKMTE TEXHONOrMM MMaT JBOWHA ynotpeba B
THPrOBCKAaTa ¥ BOCHHara o0NIacT M HaJIMOLIMETO B KOCMHUYECKOTO TPOCTPAHCTBO OMpejens
KOHKYPEHTHHUTE MMO3MIMKA HAa CTPAHUTE KAKTO B IEONOJMTHKATA U HALMOHAIHATA CHUTYPHOCT,
Taka ¥ B CBETOBHOTO CTONAHCTBO, ObAELIATa OCUrYPEHOCT C PeCypcH, MPOMHIIIEHOCTTA W
ChbBPEMEHHUTE HHOOPMALIMOHHO-KOMYHHKALIMOHHU TEXHOIOMMH.

@oKychT Ha M3cleBaHe € [OCTABeH BBbPXY JMHAMMKATA HA KOMIUIEKCHATa U
MHOrOBEKTOPHA KWTaliCka HALUMOHAlHA KOCMMuecKa nporpama. M3scHenum ca ponsra Ha
MEKIYHAPOAHUTE OTHOUICHHS, HAa TEXHONOTUYHUTE (aKTOPH U HA JeHHOCTTAa Ha AbpXKABHUTE,
AKaJIeMUYHH, BOCHHU U OM3HEC CTPYKTYPH 3a HEHHOTO pa3BUTHE U NpeBpblUaHeTo Ha Kuraii Ha
MbJIHOMNPAaBEH Y4aCTHUK B KOCMUYeckaTta Haanpesapa Hapea cbe CAILL u Pycus.

B yBoja mucepranThT 106pe € 060CHOBAT 3HAYMMOCTTA Ha NPOGIeMaTHKATA, TPABHITHO
e ¢popmynHpan obeKT, peMeT, Lel W 3a1a44 Ha u3crienBaHeTo. JIuncBa o6ave eKCITHLIMTHO
Ae(UHUpaHa M3CIEN0BATENCKA Te3a HA JMCEPTAUMOHHUSA Tpyd. ChLIO Taka He ca M3BEICHH
OPPaHHYCHUS HA M3CIEABAHETO, KOETO € 0COOEHO BAKHO B TeMa C WHTEPAMCLMILIMHAPEH
XapakTep, KOSTO HMa NOTUTHIECKH, UKOHOMUYECKH, TIPABHHU, TEXHOIIOTHYHM M JIP. ACTIEKTH.

ABTOPBT € M3MON3BAT MHOTOGPOIHM W pa3sHOOOpasHK MO XapakTep UHGOPMALUUOHHHA
U3TOUHULM (MOHOrpaUu, CTaTUH, JOKNAMH, ODULMATHN JOKYMEHTH, NEPUOINYHN U3LAHUS U

T.H.), KOETO MOCTaBA HU3CNTEABAHETO HA peJleBaHTHA HH(lJOp]\{aHHOHHa ocHoBa. [To3oBaBanero Ha



HHq)OpMaLlHOHHHTe H3TOYHH B M3JIOKEHHETO € HAlNpaBeHO KOPEKTHO.

3. Ouenka Ha NOJTy4eHUTe HAYYHH H HAYYHO-NIPHIIONKHH Pe3yaTaTH

JlucepTaHThT CH € MOCTaBU 32 OCHOBHA LieNl a W3CielBa CrelUpUIHITE 0COOEHOCTH
Ha KWTalickata TMONMTMKAa KbM oOBTagsBaHe Ha KocMoca, Ga3upaHa Ha yCTOWUMBH,
Uue/IeHaco4YeHH IeHCTBMS Ha CTPaHATa 3a MPeo/I0/ABaHe HAa KOHKYPEHUMATA Ha TPaJdMLUMOHHHTE
YYaCTHHUM W TpPaiHO MPUCBCTBHE B HAANpeBapara. 3a MOCTHTAHETO HA OCHOBHATA LieNl ca
U3BECHU U ChOTBETHUTE U3C/IGI0BATENICKH 3a1a4H.

Bb3 ocHoBa Ha chueTaHue OT HAKOJIKO MOIXOAM U METOAM HA M3C/Ie/IBAHE, PelleBAHTHH
Ha MHTEPIMCLMIIIMHAPHUS XapaKTep Ha u30paHaTa MHOrOIUIACTOBA TEMATHKA, JAMCEPTAHTHT
YCIifBa B roisMa CTeIeH Jia IOCTUIHe [TOCTABEHATA Liell U CBhP3aHuTE ¢ Hes 3a1aun. U3scHeH e
FCHE3UCHT HA KOCMUYECKATa HaAMpeBapa, KaTo ca NpeacTaBeHd GakTopure U 060CHOBKaTa Ha
MbPBUTE KOCMUYECKH mporpamu, cb3fanenu or CCCP, CAIIl u Kurait. [TpeactaBenu ca
crieudpuYHATE 0COOEHOCTH B PA3BHTHETO HA KHUTAMCKAaTa KOCMHYECKA MOJMTHKA. BaxeH
Hay4HO-NIPUJIOKEH pe3ylTaT e CBbp3aH C aHalu3a Ha CTPYKTypata Ha [Abp)KaBHMS anapar,
OTTOBOPeH 3a pa3pabOTBAaHETO M pearu3alMdTa Ha KOCMHYecKata mporpama Ha Kuraii,
OTkpoeHa ¢ posisTa Ha OTHOWEHUATA Mesxy [TekuH U MocKBa M TeXHONOrMUHUAT TpaHcdep,
KOHTO CTapTUpa KWTalickata KOCMMYECKAa MporpamMa W KaTaliusupa HEMHHS Hanpembk.
OcbuiecTBeHO € u3cnenBaHe HA AMHAMUYHO MPOMEHSILATA CE CpPeJa HA HOBAaTA KOCMHMYECKA
Hajnpesapa. M3Belenn ca akTyajqHW TEHIEHLUMH, CBBHP3aHU ¢ KOCMMYECKATa TEMATHKA, KATO
ACMOKPATU3aLUUATA, KOMEPCUATU3AUMITA U MUIIUTAPU3ALMATA, KOUTO TOCTABAT HOBU BbIIPOCH
W Nipe/IM3BUKaTeNcTBa. Bb3 0CHOBA Ha cpaBHHUTENIEH aHalU3 HA LIETUTE, METOIMTE M TIIAHOBETE
Ha akTya/HuTe Kocmuyecku nporpamu Ha CALLL, Kuraii u Pycus, ca paskputu nepcnekTusute
3a pa3LIUPSBAHE HA TEXHUTE UHTEPECH B KOCMUYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO. JIOCTUrHAT € U3BOIBT,
e KuTaii e KOHKYpeHTOCNIOCOGEH YHacTHHK B KOCMUYECKaTa HaJIpeBapa U B ChOTBETCTBHE ¢
JIOKTPUHATa 32 AepaH3MBEH Pealn3bM IIe MPOTBIKH [a NPOBEKIA MOTUTHKA Ha KOHKYpeHLUs

H CBTPYAHHYECTBO C TPAAULIMOHHUTE CUITH B Kocmoca.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHHTE H HAYYHO-NPHJI0KHH NPHHOCH

B mucepraumonnus Tpyn ca mOCTHrHaTH HAKONKO HAYYHO-TIPHIIOKHMU pe3yaTaTtu ¢
TIPUHOCEH XapakTep, KOWTO aBTOPBT € (OPMY/IHpan KaTo LAA0 KOPeKTHO. Bcee mnak 6Oux

NpeanoXun OGCﬂHHﬂBaHeTO Ha YETBBPTHA C METUA INPHHOC MO CJICAHHWA HAYUH: ,.HPOBEIIEHG €



LUSATOCTHO M3C/Ie/IBaHE HAa KUTaWcKaTa KoCMH4YecKa nporpamMa B MCTOPHYECKH H CbhbBPEMEHEH
[1/1aH, pa3sKpuBallo e(.bEKTHBHaTa cumbuo3a MEKAY AbpiKaBaTa, HAYKaTa, apMUATA U YaCTHUTE

KOMIaHUM KaTo (pakTop 3a ycnex B KOCMHUYECKaTa HaampeBapa“,

S. Ouenka Ha My6,IMKAMHATE MO JHCEPTAUHATA

[lpeacraBenute OT aucepTanTa 2 JOKIAa OT HayyHH KoHdepeHmu (1 Ha OBJarapcku u
| Ha aHrIMIACKU €3UK) U 2 yyacTUs B KONIEKTMBHA MOHOrpadus Ha aHIJIMICKU €3UK HaMbIHO
NIOKPHBAT M3UCKBAHMUATA, CBbP3aHU C HAIMYMETO HA nyOnukauuu 3a nonydyasadero Ha OHC
»1oktop™. [Ty6nukaumuTe ca cBbp3aHH ¢ TeMaTa Ha JAMCEPTAUMOHHUA TPYA U B J0CTaThYHA
CTemeH anpobupaT MOMy4YeHHTe pe3yJTaTH OT M3CHeABaHeTo. [I0J0KMTENHO BlevYaT/IeHHE
MpaBH, Y€ KOJIEKTUBHATa MOHorpadus, B KoATO ydactBa bopuc MaHoB € orneuyaraHa ot

NIPECTUIKHOTO M3/1ATENCTBO Springer ¥ € UHAeKcHpaHa B Scopus.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa

ABTopedeparsT € ¢ obem 27 crpanuuu. CTpyKTypHpaH e 100pe W ChIbpKa BCHUKH
HEOOXOIMMH CHIABPKATETHH KOMITOHEHTH, NPEJICTABANKH B CHHTE3UPAH BUJI ChABPKAHUETO HA

AUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPY.

7. KpuTHYHH Ge/1e:KKH, TPeNopPbKH U BIPOCH

Bbnpeku Gescnopuute 10CTOWHCTBA Ha JMCEPTALMOHHMS TPYHA, KbM HEro Morat 1a
ObaaT HanpaseHu U onpeneneHu KpuTHuHu Genexxkn. Ha mecra B paspaGorkara npeo6ianasa
OnUCcaTe/THUAT 3a CMeTKa Ha aHaluTU4HUS mnoaxoA. [lpeacraBsHeTo Ha 06IOA0CTHITHA
WH(pOpMAaUKs, KOATO He HOCH HOBO 3HaHHE, a HMa YUCTO HHGOPMATUBEH XapaKTep C/eBa 1a ce
mpeasiara B no-cOMT BMA, KaTo JaBa MbT HAa HEM3SCHEHW M JMUCKYCHOHHM B JMTepaTypata
BBIIPOCH. TakbB € BBOPOCHT 33 MEXKIYHAPOJHONpaBHATA ypeaba HAa KOCMHYECKOTO
npocTpaHcTBo. [ToHacTosImeM MeXIyHapOTHOTO KOCMHYECKO MPABO € KPaiHO (parMeHTapHo
YPEIeHO U Hensuepnarento. EQekTHBHOTO ycBosBaHe HA KOCMMYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO obaye
U3UCKBA KOAM(HWLMPAHETO Ha OOIIECTBEHWTE OTHOLIEHUS, 3a Ja Cce TpeJOTBPATAT
MeXTyHapoaHuTe KOH(IMKTH. KakBa € mosuuuaTa Ha Kuraii no oTHOLIEHHe HA pa3BUTHETO HA

MEKyHapOJAHOTO KOCMHYECKO NpaBo?



B mucepraumoHHMS Tpyn He € OTJENeHO MSCTO 3a B&XKEH Mrpaiy B KOCMHUYECKOTO
MPOCTPaHCTBO KaTo EBponeiickus cvio3 (EC). Bunpeku ye AbIro BpeMe eMHCTBEHO CTPaHUTE-
unenky Ha EC npoexkaar nonuTUKY B Ta3u o61acT, KOcMUYecKaTa nouTuka Ha EC cTapTHpa
npe3 2007r., korato Ha CbBMECTHA Cpellla Ha MHHHCTepcKo paBHMIIe Ha Cheeta Ha EC u
CuBera Ha Eporneiickata kocMuyecka areHuus e npuera Pe3omouus oTHOCHO eBporeiickara
KocMudecka monmuTHka. HMuTtepeckT Ha EC KBM KocMUbeckara MOJMTHKA MPOM3THYA OT
CTpeMekKa KbM MOCTUraHe Ha cTpaTeruyecka aBroHoMus. EC npurekaBa Broparta Haii-ronsma
KOCMHYECKa POMHLLIEHOCT B CBETA, KAaTo | OT BCEKH 3-TH CHBTHHK € npousseaeH B Espona.
ChlueBpeMeHHO, bbiarapud, Ko4To € cpell JOCTABYMIMTE HA YPEIH H CHCTEMH 3a CHBETCKHTE
KOCMHYECKH TMpOrpaMu, MPOM3BeXKAa M [J0 [HEC KOCMHYECKH XpaHH, ChIIO MOYTH He €
CroMeHara.

JMcepTauMOHHUAT Tpya 6M crewenmun M aKO ce M3ACHM B3aMMOBPB3KaTa Ha
KOCMHYECKaTa MOJUTHKA C JIpyra BaXKeH MHCTPYMEHT B MEXIyHAapOJHATa KOHKYpeHTHa 60pba
— MH]yCTpHaNHaTa MOIMTHKA. B TO3M CMUCH] € BBIIPOCHT MU 10 Bpeme Ha 3amuTara: .. Kaksa e
ponaTa Ha WHOycTpuanHarta crparterud ,llpouseeneno B Kwuraii 2025 B KocMuYeckara

Haampesapa?™,

8. 3akimouenue

[peacraBeHara aucepraums NpeiCTaBIsBA 3aBBPIIEHO COBCTBEHO HAYYHO W3C/Ie/IBAHE
MO aKTyalHa ¥ HEA0CTaTh4HO paspaboTeHa Tema. TpyabT CbAbPKA HAYYHH U TIPUIIONKHH
pe3yNTaTH, KOWTO TNPEACTAaBIABAT BaKeH MNPHHOC 3a HAyKaTa M OTTOBAapAT HAa BCHYKH
M3UCKBaHHMA CBIJIACHO 3aKOHA 33 pa3BUTHE HA aKaJleMUYHUs CheTaB B Pemy6iuka Buarapus u
[TpaBuIHMKa 32 MPUIAraHETO MY.

[Topann ropeusnoxkeHoTo, 1aBamM CBOSTAa TONOXKUTENHA OIEHKA 33 NPOBEIEHOTO
U3C/IeBaHE U TIpEaTaraM Ha MOYMTAEMOTO HAYYHO XKYPH Ja MpUchauM obpazoBaTenHata W
Hay4Ha cTeneH “moktop” Ha bopuc CeeTiMHOB MaHOB 10 HAy4YHa CHELMATHOCT

~MexKIyHapoHO npaBo U MENKAYHAPOAHHU OTHOLLEHHUS™,

30.05.2022r./ rp. bpatucnasa IMToanuc:
/mou. a-p I1. XKenes/



STATEMENT

From: Assoc. Prof. Dr Paskal Nedelchev Zhelev;

University of National and World Economy, Department of International Economic Relations
and Business; scientific specialty World Economy and International Economic
Relations

On: Dissertation for the award of educational and scientific degree Doctor (PhD), scientific
specialty “International Law and International Relations™, professional field 3.6.
Law* at the Institute for the State and the Law, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Dissertation Author: Boris Svetlinov Manov

Dissertation Title: “Contemporary Chinese politics in the context of the space race”

Grounds for presenting the statement: participation in the scientific jury for the defence of

the dissertation according to Order Ne PJ1-09-32/28.02.2022 of the Director of ISL at BAS

Prof. Dr Irena llieva

1.
1. Information about the PhD Candidate

Boris Manov was enrolled in a doctoral program at the Department of International Law
of the Institute of International Relations in the scientific specialty "International Law and
International Relations" according to the Order of the Director of the Institute of International
Relations at BAS Ne RD-09-109 / 08.12.2020 in an independent study form from 10.12.2020 to
09.12.2022.

The doctoral candidate has completed his secondary education at the American College
in Salzburg, Austria. He studied for two years at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, before
transferring to the University of Vienna, where he has completed a bachelor's degree
programme in political science. He holds a master's degree in International Relations,
International Politics and Security from Varna Free University "Chernorizets Hrabar". His
professional experience as a system operator is not related to the topic of the dissertation. At the
same time, during his doctoral studies, the PhD candidate has realized a number of media
appearances and participations in scientific conferences.

Boris Manov has fully fulfilled his individual plan during his studies at the Department
of International Law and has submitted the required documentation for the public defence of the

dissertation.



2. General characteristics of the dissertation

The dissertation, developed in English, has a volume of 163 pages and includes an
introduction, three chapters and a conclusion. In addition, a list of references is presented,
which contains 20 sources in Cyrillic and 212 sources in English.

The study is devoted to a chronological political-historical analysis of China's space
policy in comparison with those of the other two leading space powers, the United States and
Russia. The time horizon of the study covers the emergence of the space race and reaches the
modern dimensions of this process.

The actuality of the chosen topic of the international space race and China's participation
in it is particularly high given the great importance of progress in this area for the distribution of
the balance of power in the international relations and the global economy. As 95% of space
technology can be considered dual use for both commercial and military purposes, dominance
in space determines to a large extent countries' competitive positions in geopolitics and national
security, as well as .in the world economy, the future provision of resources, manufacturing
industry and modern information and communication technologies.

The focus of the study is on the dynamics of China's complex and multi-vector national
space program. The role of international relations, technological factors and the activities of
state, academic, military and business structures for its development and the transformation of
China into a full-fledged participant in the space race along with the United States and Russia
have been clarified.

In the introduction, the PhD candidate has well substantiated the importance of the
topic, has correctly formulated the object, subject, purpose and objectives of the study.
However, there is no explicitly defined thesis statement of the dissertation. No limitations to the
research have been set, which is especially important in a topic of an interdisciplinary nature,
which has political, economic, legal, technological and other aspects.

The author has used numerous and diverse information sources (monographs, articles,
reports, official documents, periodicals, etc.), which puts the study on a relevant information

basis. The reference to the information sources in the dissertation is made correctly.



3. Evaluation of the scientific results

The doctoral candidate's main goal is to study the specific features of China's space
policy, based on sustained, targeted actions of the country to overcome the competition of
traditional powers and gain a lasting presence in the race. In order to achieve the main goal,
relevant research tasks have been performed.

Based on a combination of several approaches and research methods relevant to the
interdisciplinary nature of the multi-layered topic, the doctoral candidate has largely succeeded
in achieving the main goal and the related research tasks. The genesis of the space race is
clarified, presenting the factors and rationale of the first space programs created by the USSR,
the USA and China. The specific features of the development of Chinese space policy are
presented. An important study result is related to the analysis of the complex structure of the
state apparatus responsible for the development and implementation of China's space program.
The role of Beijing-Moscow relations and technology transfer, which launched China's space
program and has catalysed its progress, is highlighted. A study of the dynamically changing
environment of the new space race has been carried out. Current trends related to space issues,
such as democratization, commercialization, and militarization, raising new questions and
challenges, are presented. Based on a comparative analysis of the goals, methods and plans of
the current space programs of the United States, China and Russia, the prospects for expanding
their interests in space have been revealed. It is concluded that China is a highly competitive
participant in the space race and in accordance with the doctrine of defensive realism will

continue to pursue a policy of competition and cooperation with the traditional space powers.

4. Evaluation of scientific contributions

Several scientific contributions have been achieved in the doctoral dissertation, which
the author has formulated to a great extent correctly. However, I would suggest combining the
fourth and fifth contributions in one as follows: "A comprehensive study of China's space
programme in historical and contemporary terms has been carried out, revealing the effective
symbiosis between the state, science, the military and private.companies as a factor of success

in the space race."



5. Evaluation of the publications

The doctoral candidate has reported 2 papers from conference proceedings (1 in
Bulgarian and 1 in English) and 2 participations in a collective monograph in English, which
fully cover the requirements related to the availability of publications for obtaining the PhD
degree. The publications are related to the topic of the dissertation and sufficiently disseminate
and test the research results. It-is positive that the collective monograph in which Boris Manov

participated is published by the prestigious Springer publishing house and is indexed in Scopus.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract has a volume of 27 pages. It is well structured and contains all the
necessary content components, presenting in a synthesized form the content of the doctoral

dissertation.

7. Critical comments, recommendations and questions

Despite the indisputable merits of the dissertation, certain critical remarks can be made
about it. The descriptive approach prevails in some sections of the study at the expense of the
analytical approach. The presentation of publicly available information, which does not bring
new knowledge, but has a purely informative character, should be offered in a more concise
form, giving way to unresolved and debatable issues and puzzles in the literature. Such is the
issue of the international space law. At present, international space law is extremely fragmented
and inexhaustible. However, the effective space exploration and exploitation requires the
codification of public relations in order to prevent international conflicts. What is China's
position on the development of international space law?

The dissertation did not include an important player with space policy and aspirations
like the European Union (EU). Although for a long time only the EU member states have
pursued policies in this area, the EU space policy started back in 2007, when a Resolution on
European Space Policy was adopted at a joint ministerial meeting of the Council of the EU and
the Council of the European Space Agency. The EU's interest in space policy is very high and

stems from its current pursuit of strategic autonomy. The EU has the world's second-largest



space industry, with one in three satellites in the world produced in Europe. At the same time,
Bulgaria, which used to be among the suppliers of equipment and systems for the Soviet space
programs, and nowadays still produces space food, is also almost not mentioned in the study.
The dissertation would also benefit if the relationship between space policy and another
important tool in the international competition, industrial policy, was clarified. In this regard,
my question during the defence is: "What is the role of the ‘Made in China 2025 industrial

strategy in the space race?"

8. Conclusion

The presented dissertation is a complete independent study on a highly topical and
insufficiently researched theme. It contains scientific results that represent an important
contribution to science and meet all the requirements according to the Law on Academic Staff
Development in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation.

Due to the above, 1 give my positive assessment of the study and propose to the
esteemed scientific jury to award the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" to Boris

Svetlinov Manov in the scientific specialty "International Law and International Relations",

7
May 30", 2022 / Bratislava Signature:
/Assoc. Prof. Dr P. Zhelev/



