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I. Uudopmanus 3a qucepranra.

JlucepTaHTKaTa € 3a4ucieHa B 3aJ04Ha (popma Ha oOydeHHe MO JOKTOpCKa
nporpaMa ,,AIMHUHUCTPATUBHO MPAaBO M AJMUHHCTPATHBEH IPOILEC” OT HAay4yHa
obnact 3. CouunanHu, CTONAHCKHU U MPaBHU HAyKHU, NpO(ECHOHATHO HaIllpaBJIECHUE
3.6. IIpaBo, mpe3 2021 r. , cbe cpok Ha oOydenue — 4 roauau a0 31.01.2025 r.

3aBbpIBa IOPUANYECKOTO CH O0pa3oBaHMEe B YHHUBepcuTeTa 3a HammoHamHO H



CsetoHo CromancTBo, rp. Codust ipe3 2017 r. B nmepuoma Ha oOydeHHEe B3MMa
AKTUBHO Y4YacCTHE€ B MPOBEXKIAHUTE JOKTOPAHTCKU KOH(GEPEHIIMH, KAaKTO U JAPYTU
npecTkan HaydyHu hopymu. [Iposexna cnenuanmm3aiuu BB @panrus ([Tapmwk) u
Ucnanusa (Manpun) npe3 2022 r.

3a nepuojia Ha IOKTOpAHTypaTa ca U3IIbJIHEHU BCUUYKU U3UCKBaHUs, KOUTO ca
3aJI0)KCHU B WHIAWUBUIYATHUS TUIaH, BKIIOYUTEIIHO U HEOOXOMUMHUS Opoi KpeauTH.
JlokTOpaHTKaTa MMa ceJieM MyOJIMKaI[uU, OT KOUTO TPH 110 TeMAaTa Ha AUCEPTaLUATA,
KaKTO CJIeJIBA: ,,AHAJIN3 Ha ChieOHATA MPAKTUKA HA IMUHUCTPATUBHUTE ChANINIIA
IO 3alUTBaHUs 1O pejia Ha 3aKOHa 3a JOCThI 710 oomiecTBeHa nudopmarus (3J0N)
OTHOCHO MaHjeMusra’, , IlpoydBane HUBOTO Ha yJAOBJIETBOPEHOCT Ha TPakIaHUTE
OTHOCHO JIOCTBITa 70 oOIIecTBeHa uHdpopmamusa u ,,Freedom of information laws

and open government data as anti-corruption measures*.

II. O0ma xapakTepucTHKA HA MPEACTABEHUS JUCEPTALUOHEH TPY/.

Tpyapr e cboOpazeH ¢ wusuckBanussita Ha wi. 27 ot I[III3PACPB.
CTpyKTypHpaH € B 4eTUPH IJIaBH, B 0011 00eM oT 184 cTpaHuIy, BKIIOUUTEITHO C
yBOJIa, CBHIBPKAHMETO, CIMCBK Ha W3IMOJ3BaHaTa JMTeparypa. M3momsBana e
oOwmupHa 6udmorpadus oT ObJATapCKH U UyKJI€CTpaHHU aBTOpH. B ueTBbpTa rinasa
€ HalpaBeHO EMIIMPUYHO U3CJIEIBAHE, CBBP3aHO C EKCIEPUMEHTAIHO POYYBAaHE Ha
BB3NPUATHATA HA IPaXXAaHUTE€ OTHOCHO JOCThIA Ja OOIlIecTBEeHa WH(OpMAaLHUIL.
N3cnenBaHeTo aHanu3upa 3HAUYMTENEH 10 00eM CbhJeOHa NpaKTHKA, KaKToO
HallMOHAJIHA, TaKa U MEXIYHAPOJHA, B KOSITO Ca 3aCTBIIEHU Pa3jIN4YHH KOHLEILIHUN
OTHOCHO MPaBOTO Ha JOCTBI [0 oOIIecTBeHa MH(OpMAaIuUs, KaTO HalpaBEHUTE
U3BOJIM UMAaT MPHUHOCEH XapaKTep KAaKTO 3a TEOpusTa, Taka U 3a IOpUIUYecKaTa

MpaKTHKA.



Temara Ha auceprauuaTa € akTyajlHa, Thil M3CJEIBa €IHO OT OCHOBHHUTE
npasa, 3anerHanu B KoHcrurynusara Ha Pb, a uMeHHO — mpaBOTO &1a ce ThpcH,
noiyyaBa u pasmnpoctpansBa napopmarus (wi. 41 KPB). CeieBpeMeHHO MpaBoTO
Ja ce TbpCH, MOJy4aBa M pasNpoCTpaHsBa HH(OpMalus € MPU3HATO OT
MEXIYHapOIHU aKkToBe Kato BeceoOiaTa nekiapaius 3a mpaBara Ha 4oBeka (wi. 19)
u EBpornelickara KOHBEHIMS 3a rpaBaTta Ha yoBeka (wi. 10). To rapantupa cBoOoeH
JOCTBIT 10 HHGOpMaIKs, CBOOOAa Ha U3pa3siBaHE U MPO3PAYHOCT B YIIPABICHUETO.

B mbpBa m1aBa Ha u3caeBaHETO € MPOCIeIEHO KOAU(UIMPAHETO HA IPABOTO
Ha JOCTHI 10 MH(GOpMAaLMs B UCTOPUUYECKH ACIEKT, Karo ,,HadasoTo™“ € 20 Bek.
ITocnenoBarenHo ca pas3mIefaHd OTHOCHMHTE MEXIYHApPOJHU aKTOBE, Karo ce
aKieHTupa Bbpxy Hopmara Ha wi. 10, an. 1 or EBponelickara KOHBEHIMS 3a ITpaBara
Ha yoBeka u ocHoBHUTE cBoOou (EK3ITHOC), copen kosiTo "BCceku uma mpaBo Ha
cB00O/1a Ha M3pa3siBAHETO Ha MHEHUs. ToBa MpaBo BKJIIOUBA CBOOOIaTa JJa OTCTOsIBA
CBOETO MHEHME, 1a TI0Jy4YaBa U 1a pa3npocTpaHsaBa HHGOpMalus U uaeu 0e3 Hameca
Ha IbP>KaBHUTE BJIACTU U HE3ABUCHUMO OT IbPKaBHUTE TPaHUIIN". ABTOPHT IIOCOUBA,
ye cnopen wi. 10, an. 2 "mosi3BaHETO Ha T€3U CBOOOH, TOKOJIKOTO € ChIIPOBOJICHO
CbhC 3aIBJDKEHUS U OTTOBOPHOCTH, MOXE Ja ObJe OOyCIOBEHO OT HPOLEAYpH,
YCIIOBHSI, OTPAaHUYEHMsI WM CAaHKIMH, KOWTO Ca NPEIBHUJECHU OT 3aKOHa M ca
HEOOXOJMMHU B €IHO JEMOKpPAaTUYHO OOIIECTBO B MHTEPEC HA HAIMOHAJHATa U
oOlIecTBEHaTa CUTYPHOCT, TEpUTOpHAlHATa I[UIOCT, 3a MpEeAOTBparsiBaHE Ha
0e3pequi UK Ha MPEeCThIUICHUs, 3a 3alluTa Ha 3/[paBeTo U Mopaya, KakTo U Ha
penyTanusaTa WId Ha MpaBara Ha JpYyruTe, 3a MPeA0TBpaTsIBaHE HA U3THUYAHETO Ha
CEKpeTHa MH(OPMALIMS WU 32 MOAIbpKaHe Ha aBTOpUTETA U OE3MPUCTPACTHOCTTA
Ha MPaBOCHIUETO .

[IpenopbuBaM B Ta3u 4YacT HA W3CIEIBAHETO TO Ja CE€ 3aIbJIOOYU C Orje]
JeTaiiu3upaHe Ha TMOHATUSATA 3a BHUJOBETe oOlIecTBeHa uHHpoOpMauus U

YCTAaHOBCHUTC B 3aKOHa HW3MCKBAHUA 34 HEMHOTO IoJrydaBaHC, BKIIOYHUTCIIHO



orpaHuveHus. B Ta3um BpB3Ka, ciemBa Ja ce OTOCNICKH, Y€ OCBEH C TIOHSITHETO
,oomectBeHa uHdopmanusa“ 3JION GopaBu u ¢ olie €IHO MOHATHE, a UMEHHO
L2AHbopMarms oT obmecTBeHus cektop®. MHpopManmsiTa OT OOIIECTBEHUS CEKTOP
€ ompezelieHa KaTto BCsika MH(opmalys, oOeKTHBUPaHA Ha MaTEPHAIICH HOCHUTEI
(6e3 3HayeHWE OT HErOBUS BHJI, BKIIOUMUTEITHO W €JIEKTPOHHA), ChOpaHa WU
Ch3JaZicHa OT OpraHm3anuu OT oOmecTBeHus cekrtop (wi. 2, am. 3 3/0N).
Nudopmanusata oT 00IIECTBEHUS] CEKTOP € MO-TACHOTO IMOHSATHE 3a OOIEeCTBEHA
uHpopMaIus, JOKOJKOTO Ta3u MHoOpmalusi ce chOupa U Cch3laBa OT T.HAp. OT
3aKOHOJATENsl OpraHu3alu OT O0IIecTBeHUs1 cekTop. OT apyra crpaHa, o0HIOTO
IIPOU3BOJICTBO 3a JIOCTBI C€ Ipuiiara 3a oOliecTBeHaTa WH(oOpMaIus, T0KaTo 3a
nH(opMaIuATa OT OOIIECTBEHHS CEKTOpP 3aKOHBT € MPEABUIWI CICIHATHO
MPOM3BOJICTBO B IJlaBa YeTBbPTA, paznen I, ozarnaseHo ,,[Iponeaypa 3a moOBTOpHO
U3MO0JI3BaHe Ha MHQoOpMalug OT oOuiecTBeHus cektop®. Hemio moBeue, 3aKOHBT
pasrpaHuYaBa ¥ 3abDKCHUTE JIMIA, KOUTO MPEIOCTABAT JOCTHIT 10 OOIIECTBEHA
uHbopmaruss U UHPOpMaIUs OT OOIIECTBEHHUS CEKTOP 3a MOBTOPHO IOJI3BAHE.
Oo6miecTBeHaTa nH(OpPMAITUS Ce TIPEIOCTaBs OT AbPKABHUTE OPTaHH, OPTaHUTE Ha
MECTHO CaMOYTIPaBIICHUE W T.HAp. ,,TyOJIMYHN OpPTaHU3AIUHU‘, JOKATO 3abJDKCHUE
3a npejocTaBsiHe Ha HHGOpMAIHsl OT OOIECTBEHU CEKTOP MMAT KAaKTO bP>KaBHUTE
OpraHu W IMyOJMYHUTE OpPTaHWU3AIMK, Taka W OpPTraHU3aIliH, OCHIICCTBABAIINA M
(dbuHaHCHpaIIM HAYYHHU U3CJICIBAHMS C TyOJIWYHU CPEACTBA, BKIIFOUUTEITHO BUCIITUTE
YUUJTUIIIA.

BbB BrOpa 11aBa ce pasmiekaar MaTepHATHONIPABHUTE acTICKTH Ha JTOCThIIA
no obmectBeHa wuHpopmarmsa. Ha mepBO MsicTOo, ce wm3cienBa JI0CThIa 0
obmecTBeHa uHGOpMaIMs 3a CpelcTBarTa 3a MacoBa MH(popManus. AHanu3upa ce
MOHATHETO ,,MEIUITHA TPAMOTHOCT", KaTO CE€ CIIOAEIS ONMPEACICHUETO 3a MEIUTHA
TPaMOTHOCT KaTO CHOCOOHOCM 3a HAMUpAHe, pa3oupane u KpUmuyHo oYyeHs8aHe Ha

meduume (TEIEBU3US, PAINO, KUHO, TIeUaT, UHTEPHET), 3a€AHO ChC CHOCOOHOCM 34



cv30asame Ha MeOUuliHo cvovpcanue. IIpaBu ce M3BO, Y€ JOCTHITBT JO OOIIECTBEHA
uH(popMalMs 3a cpeicTBaTa 3a MacoBa HMHQpOpMalUs € KIIIOYOB €JIIEMEHT OT
rapaHTHPAaHETO Ha CBOOOIATa HA CIIOBOTO W MPAaBOTO Ha WH(GOPMHPAHOCT, KATO
CBIIIEBPEMEHHO TOW CIYXH KAaTO WHCTPYMEHT 3a TPO3PAYHOCT M OOIICCTBEH
KOHTPOJI BbpPXY AeHHOCTTa Ha MeauuTe. B Ta3u miaBa ce pasmiexaa M Bpb3Kara
MEXIy MPaBOTO Ha JOCTHII A0 WHGOPMAIHS W MPABOTO HA HEMPHUKOCHOBEHOCT HA
JUYHUS )KUBOT U 00pabOTKaTa Ha JINYHU JIaHHU, KaTO CE€ aHAJIU3HUPa B CUCTEMaTHYEH
ru1ad 3akoHa 3a 3anuTa Ha nuyHuTe nanau u 3JJOU. [IpenopbuBam 1a ce nopasBue
Y TO-JICTAMITHO J1a C€ U3CIeBaT T.HAP. aIMUHUCTPATUBHU YCIYTH OT THIIA ,,eTTA30IH
OT HUBOTA“, KOUTO Ca CIOMEHATH KaTo YacT OT EBpoIleicKara IMOJIUTHKA 3a
nudpoBmzanusa. CromensM IMOCOYBAHETO 3a JIMICAa HA pPa3TPaHUUYCHUE MEXTY
MOHATUATA  ,JIPOM3BOACTBEHA™ W  ,,TBPrOBCKa™ TaillHa, Kakro W  3a
HernocenoBarennara uM ynorpeda B 3JJOW. B Taszu miaBa e uszcineaBaHo v MpaBoTo
Ha JOCTHIT 0 MH(POpMAITUS 32 OKOJHATA CpPela, KaTo € MOCOYEHO, Y€ CHIICCTBYBA
HEpa3puBHA BpB3Ka MEXAY MPABOTO HAa HHGPOpMAlMSg M TPABOTO HA >KUBOT B
3/IpaBOCIIOBHA OKOJIHA Cpela, KOETO HM3WUCKBA HM3BBLPIIBAHETO HAa HEOOXOIUMHTE
OIICHKM Ha BB3ACHCTBHETO BBHPXY OKOJIHATA Cpela, HAONIOACHWUE W aHaIW3 Ha
EKOJIOTUYHUTE SIBJICHUS, OIlEHKa Ha PUCKOBETE OT HACTHIIBAaHE Ha EKOJOTUYHU
uHIUAeHTH. HamMupaMm, ue u3cieBaHeTo B 4acTTa OTHOCHO 3aKOHA 3a ChXPaHCHUE
Ha BBIJIEPOJICH TUOKCHJ B 3E€MHHUTE Heapa (BBIPEKH aKTyadHOCTTa My), €
HEOTHOCUMO KbM OCHOBHUS MPEIMET HA TeMaTa U CIlIe[Ba WM Ja OTMAaJIHe, UK Ja
ce KOHKpETH3Upa Bph3KaTra My ¢ IIPABOTO HA JOCTHIT 10 WH(MOPMAIHS, CBbpP3aHa C
OKOJTHATa cpea.

B TpeTa rmaBa ca pasmieaHu MpoIeCyaTHUTe aClIEKTH Ha IMPaBOTO Ha JOCTHII
10 oOmecTBeHa WH(pOpMAIMs 4Ype3 H3CeABaHE Ha ChJAecOHATa MpaKkTHKa Ha

AJIMHUHUCTPATUBHUA 3a JOCTBHII 10 I/IH(l)OpMaHI/IH B YCJIOBUATA HA ITAHACMUS, KAKTO U



npaktukara Ha CEC oTHOCHO nmocthma 0 uMH(OpMaIms OT IJIeIHAa TOYKa Ha
€KOJIOTHYHOTO 3aKOHOIATEIICTBO U KOPYMIIMOHHUTE SBJICHUSI.

[IpaBoTo Ha mOCTHNI M0 OOmMIECTBeHA WHGOPMANHS CE SBSIBA IIEHHOCT OT
IEPBOCTENICHHO 3HAYCHHE 3a JIEMOKPATHYHHUTE OOIECTBA, O€3 KOSTO TPaKIaHHUTE
MHOTO TPYIHO OWXa YCIelW Ja IMOJlydaT peajHa MpeacTaBa 3a ChCTOSHUETO Ha
NeNCcTBUATA/OC3NeUCTBUATA HA CYOEKTUTE C PHKOBOAHM (DYHKIIMHM B JbprKaBaTa.
OTtkpuBamMe oOIIEeCTBEHATa 3HAUMMOCT Ha JAOCThIIA 10 UH(OpMAIUsl B IPUHOCA MY
3a MoBHUIlIaBaHe e(PEKTUBHOCTTA U €(hUKACHOCTTA HA AIMUHUCTPATUBHUTE OPTaHU U
MpenoTBpaTsIBaHe HAa pUCKa OT KOPYIIIMOHHU TPAKTUKHA. V3BenmeHHTe
XapaKTepUCTUKM Ha TMPaBOTO Ha JOCThI JO OOIIecTBeHa HHGOpMAIUS TO
000c00gBaT M KaTo rapaHiys 3a 3al[UTa Ha JPYT'M OCHOBHM YOBEIIKM IpaBa U
WHTEPECH, 3aII0TO TO3H BU HH(POpMAITUs € HacoueHa KbM 00IIIECTBOTO U € B HETOBA
noJ3a.

B gerBBpTaTa 171aBa ca MPEACTABEHU PE3YNITATH OT EMITMPUYHO H3CJICIBAHE
OTHOCHO JIOCThIIA 0 WH(MOpMAIMs, KaTo ca M3CJEIBaHU Ca OCBEIOMEHOCTTa U
VIOBJIIETBOPEHOCTTAa HA TPAKIAHUTE OTHOCHO OCHUTYpPSBAaHUS WM JOCTBI 0
obmecTBeHa uadopmarus o peaa Ha 3 JON.

B 3axnmouenue: V3cnenBaHeTo ChCTaBISIBA HAyYeH TPYJ, KOUTO TMOKa3Ba
YMEHHUATA Ha aBTOpa Jla aHAIM3UpA ACTAWIIHO MPAaBHUTE WHCTUTYTH, YacT OT
npeaIMeTa Ha Temara, Ja MOCTaBs akKIeHTH, Jla W30Jupa MpoldiieMH, Ja TpaBu
000CHOBaHU KPUTUYHU OETIEKKHU, KAKTO U Jla U3BEXKJa COOCTBEHU MPABHU U3BOIH.
ETo 3a1o u ocBeH MOCOYCHUTE MPUHOCHH MOMEHTH, TIPUHOC Ha M3CJICABAHETO ca
npemnoxxenusita de lege ferenda, kouto ce ocHOBaBaT Ha 3aJbJIOOYEH IPaBEH

aHaJIn3.

ChappkaHUETO Ha JaucepTranusTa oTroBaps Ha 4wi. 6, am.3 or 3akoHa 3a

pa3BUTHE Ha akaJeMUyHusi cbcTaB B PemyOnuka bearapus u Ha wi. 27, an.2 or



[MII3PACPB. IlpencraBenn ca HEOOXoauMUs OpoOW IMMyOJMKAIMd BBHB BPH3KA C
TEeMara, a 3HAYUTEJIHUAT 00€M Ha U3MOoJI3BaHa OuOIHorpadust cCoun 3a Mperu3Hus

HAayY4CH IMOAXO0A Ha NOKTOpPAHTKAaTa KbM M3CJICABAHNA BBIIPOC.

C ornen Ha ropHOTO, yOeneHO MpeljaraM Ha HAyYHOTO Xypu Ja Oble
MpUCHACHA 00pa30BaTEIHA U HAyYHA CTENEH ,,JOKTOP ‘ MO Hay4YHaTa CHEHUaTHOCT
3.6 ,llpaBo“ na HMBaimna Ceernim MapuHoBa, OoKkTOpaHT B HMHCTUTyTa 3a

IbpkaBata u rpaBoto npu bAH.

01.05.2026 . Iloamnuc:
/mpod. n-p B. byukosa/



REVIEW

By: Prof. Dr. Veselina Kanatova—Buchkova — Institute for the State and the Law at the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Regarding: Dissertation for awarding the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in
“‘Administrative Law and Administrative Procedure” at the Institute for the State and the
Law at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Grounds for submitting the review: Participation as a member of the scientific jury for the
defense of the dissertation in accordance with Order No. RD-09-44/01.04.2026 of the
Director of the ISL — BAS

Author of the dissertation: Ivalina Svetli Marinova

Title of the dissertation: “Substantive and Procedural Legal Aspects of the Access to
Public Information Act”

Scientific supervisor: Prof. Dr. Darina Zinovieva

I. Information about the doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidate was enrolled in a part-time form of study in the doctoral program
“‘Administrative Law and Administrative Procedure” in scientific field 3. Social, Economic
and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.6. Law, in 2021, with a duration of study of 4
years until 31.01.2025. She graduated in Law from the University of National and World
Economy, Sofia, in 2017. During her studies, she actively participated in doctoral
conferences as well as other prestigious scientific forums. She completed specializations
in France (Paris) and Spain (Madrid) in 2022.

During the doctoral period, all requirements set out in the individual plan have been
fulfilled, including the required number of credits. The doctoral candidate has seven
publications, three of which are related to the dissertation topic, namely: “Analysis of the
Case Law of Administrative Courts on Requests under the Access to Public Information
Act (APIA) regarding the pandemic”, “Study of the Level of Citizen Satisfaction regarding
Access to Public Information”, and “Freedom of information laws and open government
data as anti-corruption measures”.

[l. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation

The dissertation complies with the requirements of Article 27 of the Regulations for the
Implementation of the Development of Academic Staff Act in the Republic of Bulgaria. It



is structured in four chapters, with a total volume of 184 pages, including introduction,
table of contents, and bibliography. An extensive bibliography of Bulgarian and foreign
authors has been used. In the fourth chapter, an empirical study is conducted, related to
an experimental survey of citizens’ perceptions regarding access to public information.
The research analyzes a significant volume of case law, both national and international,
presenting various concepts regarding the right of access to public information, and the
conclusions drawn contribute both to theory and legal practice.

The dissertation topic is relevant, as it examines one of the fundamental rights enshrined
in the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria, namely the right to seek, receive, and
disseminate information (Art. 41). At the same time, this rightis recognized in international
acts such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Art. 19) and the European
Convention on Human Rights (Art. 10). It guarantees free access to information, freedom
of expression, and transparency in governance.

In the first chapter, the codification of the right of access to information is traced
historically, with its “beginning” in the 20th century. Relevant international acts are
examined, with emphasis on Article 10(1) of the European Convention on Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms, according to which “everyone has the right to freedom of
expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart
information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers.”
The author notes that under Article 10(2), “the exercise of these freedoms, since it carries
with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject to such formalities, conditions,
restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic
society...”

| recommend that this part of the research be further developed in order to detail the
concepts of types of public information and the legal requirements for obtaining it,
including limitations. In this regard, it should be noted that, in addition to the concept of
“public information”, the APIA also uses the concept of “public sector information”. Public
sector information is defined as any information recorded on a material medium
(regardless of its type, including electronic), collected or created by public sector
organizations (Art. 2(3) APIA). This is a narrower concept than public information.
Furthermore, general access procedures apply to public information, while a special
procedure is npegycmoTtpeH for public sector information in Chapter Four, Section I,
entitled “Procedure for the Re-use of Public Sector Information”.

In the second chapter, the substantive legal aspects of access to public information are
examined. First, access for the mass media is analyzed, including the concept of “media
literacy”, defined as the ability to find, understand, and critically evaluate media, as well
as to create media content. The conclusion is that access to public information is a key
element in guaranteeing freedom of speech and the right to information, while also serving
as a tool for transparency and public control.

The chapter also examines the relationship between the right of access to information and
the right to privacy and personal data protection, analyzing the Personal Data Protection
Act and the APIA. | recommend further development regarding administrative services of



the “life events” type. | agree with the observation about the lack of distinction between
“‘industrial” and “trade” secrets in the APIA.

The right of access to environmental information is also analyzed, highlighting its link to
the right to a healthy environment. However, the part concerning the Carbon Dioxide
Storage Act appears irrelevant to the main topic and should either be removed or better
justified.

The third chapter examines procedural aspects through analysis of administrative court
case law during the pandemic, as well as the practice of the Court of Justice of the
European Union regarding access to information in environmental and anti-corruption
contexts.

The right of access to public information is a fundamental democratic value, essential for
transparency and prevention of corruption. It also serves as a guarantee for the protection
of other fundamental rights.

The fourth chapter presents results from an empirical study on citizens’ awareness and
satisfaction regarding access to public information under the APIA.

Conclusion:

The research constitutes a scientific work demonstrating the author’s ability to analyze
legal institutions in detail, identify problems, make critical observations, and formulate
independent legal conclusions. The contributions also include proposals de lege ferenda,
based on in-depth legal analysis.

The dissertation meets the requirements of Article 6(3) of the Development of Academic
Staff Act in the Republic of Bulgaria and Article 27(2) of its implementing regulations. The
required number of publications is provided, and the extensive bibliography demonstrates
a precise scientific approach.

In view of the above, | strongly recommend that the scientific jury award the educational
and scientific degree “Doctor” in the scientific specialty 3.6 “Law” to Ivalina Svetli
Marinova, doctoral candidate at the Institute for the State and the Law at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences.

01.05.2026

Signature:
[Prof. Dr. V. Buchkova/



