CTAHOBHUIIE

ot nipod. 1-p Hans 'eopruesa bosmkuesa, TOKTOp Ha IOPUAXYECKUTE HAYKH B 00J1acT Ha
BucIe oopa3zoBanue 3.6. CounanHu, CTOMAHCKU U TIPaBHU HAYKH,
npodecuonaiHo HanpasieHue 3.6.11paso,

JIOKTOpCKa mporpama ,,MexxayHapoIHO MPaBO U MEKIYHAPOIHU OTHOIIECHUS

wieH Ha HaydHo xypu B mporieaypa 3a 3alinTa Ha JUCepTAlMOHEH TPy Ha TeMa:

»ChITHOCT, CHELITH®UKA U ITPABHA YPE/IBA HA 3AIIATATA HA
OUHAHCOBUTE UHTEPECHU HA EBPOIIEUCKUS CBHIO3“
3a npuaoOMBaHe HA 00Pa30BaTEIHA M HAYYHA CTEleH ,, JOKTOpP” B

O6uact Ha Buctie oopazoBanue: 3. ConnaiHy, CTOITAHCKU U TPAaBHU HAYKH,
ITpodecuonanno nanpasienue: 3.6 [Ipaso,
JlokTopcka nporpama: ,,MexyHapoaHO NpaBo U MEKAYHAPOIHU OTHOIICHHS

ABtop: Anekcanabp lllenusno llleproHoB, 3aq04eH 1OKTOpaHT B MHCTUTYTA 3a IbprkaBaTa
Y IpaBOTO MpH bbirapckara akajgemMusi Ha HAyKUTE
Hay4en pproBoauTen: npod. n1-p Mpena Unuesa ot MucTuTyTa 32 ABpKaBaTa v MpaBOTO MPHU

Brarapckara akagemusi Ha HAyKUTE

1.IlpencraBsine Ha MpoIeypPaTa U HA IOKTOPAHTA.

HaznaueHna c¢bM 3a wieH Ha Hay4yHO XypH cbc 3anosex Ne PJ[ 09-61 ot 07.05.2026 r. Ha
Jupexropa Ha MHCcTUTyTa 3a ObpkaBara W IpaBOTO Ipu bbeiarapckara akaaeMus Ha HayKUTe
/MJITTI-BAH/ BBB BpB3Ka ¢ IpolieIypa 3a 3aiuTa Ha TUCepTaIMOHHUS TPY /1 Ha 3a/109€H JJOKTOPAHT
B Cekuus ,,MexayHapoaHonpaBHu Hayku Anekcanabp lenusHoB LlleproHoB.

Jloktopanr llleproHoB e 3a4rciieH B 3a04Ha popMa Ha 00ydeHHE 110 JOKTOPCKa porpama
,»,MEeXITyHapOIHO MPaBO U MEXAYHApOAHH oTHOIIEeHUs " cbe 3amoBen Ne PJ1-09-71 ot 13.07.2022
r. Ha J{lupexropa Ha M/III-bAH u e oruuncien ¢ npaBo Ha 3ammuTa, cuutaHo ot 29.04.2026 r. cve

3amosen Ne PJ1-09-60 ot 07.05.2026 r. Ha Jupektopa na MUJIIT - BAH.



B pamkuTre Ha 3aKOHOBUS CPOK Ca TPEACTaBEHHM H3UCKYEeMHTE JTOKYMEHTH,
IUCEPTALMOHHUAT TPyA M aBTOpedeparbT Ha AucepranusaTa. JOKyMEeHTHTE W MaTepuannuTe
OTroBapsAT Ha MHUHUMAJIHUTE HAMOHATHU M3UCKBaHUA 10 wi1.20 o 3PACPB 3a nayuna oGmact
3.CTomaHcku, COIIMAIHM U NTpaBHU HaykH, [Ipodecnonanno Hanpasnenue 3.6. [1pago.

ITo Bpeme Ha 00y4eHueTO cu JOKTOpaHT IleproHOB € W3MBJIHWI YCHENIHO BCHYKU
B CbhboTBeTcTBUE ¢ MHAMBUIyanHUs cH yueOeH IUIaH U € U3BBPIIII ICHHOCTH, KOUTO Ce
oueHsBaT ¢ 414 xpenuta, ¢ KOETO Janed HaAXBbPIIs 3aIbJKUTEITHNAS MUHUMAJIEH OpOi KpeTuTH.
BuaHo oT npuinoxeHuTe NPOTOKOIU C OLEHKH OT U3MUTUTE, TON € MOJIOKUII C OTIINYHE
3aJbJDKMTEIIHUTE U3MHUT 10 CIIELUAIHOCTTA, [0 YyX/1 €3UK /aHITIMICKH/ U 10 Kypca

KOMITIOTbPHA TPAaMOTHOCT ,, Y MEHHUsI 3a npe3eHtupane or LlenTspa 3a 006yuenue npu BAH.

CBuIeTeNCTBO 32 OTIUYHATA pa0OTa HA JIOKTOpPAHTa IO BpeMe Ha O0yueHHe e
npunioxkeHara “IIpeneHka” OTHOCHO TOTOBHOCTTA 3a JOMYCKAHE /10 BbTPEIIIHA 3alIUTa U
BHCOKaTa aTeCTalMs Ha ISUI0OCTHATa My paboTa KaTo JOKTOPAHT, KOSATO J1aBa HAYYHHUST My

pbkoBoauTen npod. a-p Mpena Nnuesa.

[TonoXUTETHOTO BIIEUATIICHUE Ch3/laBa aKTUBHATa My pa0oTa B aKaJIeMUYHHUS )KUBOT Ha
NII- BAH kaTo moKTOpaHT, u3pa3sBaliia ce B y4acTHe ¢ JOKJIaau Ha HAyYHU KOH(epeHInH u
aKaJieMU4Hu (GOpPYMH, YHaCTHETO My KaTO XOHOPYBAH IIPENoaBaTell B IEKLIHOHHU KypCOBe
CBBp3aHU C TEMaTa Ha JUCEPTaLUs, y9acTBa KaTo JIGKTOP M €KCIIEPT B HAYYHU U 00pa30BaTEIHU
poekTy B beirapus. Te3u neHOCTH 1EMOHCTPUPAT KAKTO HETOBATa TpaiiHa aHTAKUPAHOCT KbM
aKaJIeMUYHUTE U3CIIEIBAHNUS, TaKa U CIIOCOOHOCTTA My Jla pa3lpOCTPaHsIBa ClIEUAIN3UPAHN

3HAHUA CpeJl MO-UIMPOKa aKaJeMHYHa U MpodecuoHaIHa ay AUTOPHSL.

JlokyMeHTanusTa, IpecTaBeHa KaTo yacT OT MpoLielypara, IOTBbPKAaBa, ue
JOKTOPAHTHT € U3I'BJIHWI BCUUKH aKaJIEMUYHH U aIMUHUCTPATUBHU U3UCKBAHUS 3a JOIYyCKaHE
70 My OJIMYHA 3aIlIMTa Ha AUCEpTAlUATa CU.AITa My BbB BY 3, nexktop B HayuHu 1 00pa30BaTeIHU

npoekTu B bbirapus u np.

2. [IpeacTaBsiHe HA I CePTALMOHHUSA TPY/I.

Temara e nucepraOuiHa, akTyainHa U 3HaunMa. OTIMYHATa TEOPETUYHA TOArOTOBKA, KOSTO

[lepuonor monyuyaBa B IOpuamdeckus dakynrer Ha CY ,,C. Knmument Oxpuncku“ u OKC



,2Maructep® o mpaBo u OKC ,,Maructep® no Hamumonamna curypHoct u oropana“ or Boenna
akazaemus ,,I 'eopru CtoiikoB PakoBckH‘ 1 HETOBUAT OOTAT OMUT KAaTO FOPUCT U €KCIIEPT B Pa3TUIHU
BEJOMCTBA M MEXIYHApOJHH OpTraHU3allMM /BUAHO OT aBTOOMOrpadusra/ My IO3BOJISBAT
npugoOre HeoOXoauMaTa KBATH(pUKAIMSA U 3HAHHUS Ja pa3pab0TH OPUTHHATHO M 3abJIOOYCHO
u3cieBaHe Mo n30paHaTa CJI0’KHA TeMa OTHOCHO (PMHAHCOBUTE MHTepecH Ha EBponeiickus cbio3

/EC/.

CrpykTypaTa Ha TpeACTaBEeHHs ITUCEPTAlMOHEH TPYJ BKIIIOYBA: ChIbp)KaHUE, YBOI, JIBE
IJIaBH, 3aKiI0oueHue (B ooy ooem ot 324 crpanuiy), oubianorpadus ¢ U3Mos3BaHa JUTEpaTypa u

usrounnnu (18 crp.) u uznckyema Jlekiaparus 3a OpUTHHATHOCT M IOCTOBEPHOCT.

[Topanu orpanuueHusITa 32 00EMa Ha CTAHOBHIILIETO, 1€ HAIIPABS KpaTka XapakTePUCTHKA

Ha TPyJla ¥ Ha JOCTOMHCTBATa HA AUCEPTALMATA.

B ,,YBonma®“ ca mocoyeHM aKTyallHOCTTa Ha pa3padOTBaHUS B AMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYI
M3CJIEeI0BATENICKH MPOOJIeM, CTEIIEHTa Ha HaydyHaTa My pa3padoTKa, METOAUTE U METOJO0JIOTHATA,

KOHUTO Ca U3IOJI3BAaHU U KOUTO CMATaM, 4€ Ca I/I36paHI/I YAAa4HO, HOCIIUTEC U 3a1aYUTC.

[IbpBa rnaBa ,, Mcmopuuecko pasgumue Ha ypexcoanemo Ha 3auumama Ha uUHaHcogume
uumepecu na Egponetickus cvio3” ChabpKa YETUPHU OTACTHH naparpada. BB Bceku eauH OT TIX
aBTOPBT 000CO0SBa YETUPHW OCHOBHU €Talld B HMCTOPUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHE U MPaBH OOCTOIHA

XapaKTepUCTHKA M KPUTUYHA OI[CHKA HA TEXHUTE CIEHU(UKH.

[IppBUAT eram, KOIOTO aBTOPBHT 000cobOsBa B mepuoma oT 1952-1989 r., e cBbp3aH ¢
HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT 3almTara Ha (UHAHCOBUTE WHTEepecH Ha OONIHOCTTa W OT TMOCTEIIEHHOTO

dhopmupane Ha oOIIM MPUHIUIHK HA TpaBoTo Ha EC.

Cnopen IllepmonoB BropusT eranm — oOxBamiamy 1989-1997 r., ce xapakrepusupa c
KOHCOJIMJAIMS, aHAJIN3 U ThPCEHE Ha NMPAKTHUYECKU MPaBHU PEIIEHHs, ¢ 1€ MUHUMHU3UpPaHE Ha

HEraTuBHMS €(PEKT OT HEIPAaBOMEPHOTO MOBE/IEHUE, HACOUEHO KbM €BPOMEHCKUS OIOIKET.

ITo Bpeme Ha Tpetus erar, cnopen LlleproHo, KOUTO € OIpeAciieH BbB BpeMeBaTa paMKa OT
1998-2007 r., ce u3BBpIIBA ONTUMHU3ALMSA U UHCTUTYLUHOHAIHO MPECTPYKTypupaHe. B Tasm ydact
aKLEHT € NMOCTaBEeH BbpXY KyJIMHHALIMATA Ha TO3U eTal — a UMeHHO J[oroBopsT oT JIncaboH, KOHTO
Ch37aBa BB3MOXKHOCT 3a peaJlM3MpaHe Ha rojsiMa 4acT oT BaxkHuTe 3a EC mpomeHu, cBbp3aHU

KOHKPETHO ChC 3aluTara Ha oomus 6romxer Ha EC.



YerBbpTHaT eram, ot 2007-2017 ., cneasa nepuona cien JlncaboH, XxapakTepusuparni ce ¢
PCAIM3UPAHCTO HAa ABC MHOTOTOAUIIHU UACHU, JOBCIIH 1O B KAYCCTBCH HAIIPCABK B PA3BUTUCTO Ha

IpaBHATa paMKa, ypexaalia 3amuraTa Ha MHAHCOBUTE HHTEpecH Ha EBponeiickus chro3.

B®B BTOpa rnaea: ,,Akmyanno cbcmosnue, oegpunuyus u npobremu c8vbp3anu ¢ 3auumama
Ha unancosume unmepecu na Eeponetickus cvio3“ ce chbpiKaT TpH OTJCIHU Naparpada, KOUTo

pasriciKaaT Ba’)KHU BBIIPOCH.

ABTOPBT Cce criMpa B Ha4aJoTO B Ta3M IjlaBa 33AbJI00UYEHO Ha aKTYaJTHOTO ChCTOSHHE Ha
3®UEC. JIoOKTOpPaHTBT € U3JI0KUJI CBOETO TBBPACHUE, Uye nepuoasT cien 2017 r. npencrasissa
Hali-3HauUMTENHATa TpaHchopmalus Ha  HakazaTenHompaBHHs Bektop Ha 3DUEC.
Tpancnonupanero Ha JlupexktrBata 3a 3amura Ha purancopute natepecu (PIF) u moarorsurenan
IpoIiecH 3a orepaTuBHOCT Ha EBponeiickara mpokypaTypa, BOAAT 10 (yHKIIMOHHUPAIL €BPOIIEHCKI

MCXAaHU3BM 34 IIpaBonpuiaranc, HaCO4YCH KbM 3allluTaTa Ha O6H_II/I}I 6IO,Z[)I(€T.

VYcnopenno ¢ Toa, Pernmament (EC, EBpatom) 2020/2092 cBbp3a 3ammurara Ha Or0/pKeTa
Ha EC ¢ BbpXOBEHCTBOTO Ha 3aKOHa, KaTO MO TO3M HAYMH paslIupsiBa 00XBaTa Ha Ta3W 0OJIACT
OTBBJ YHUCTO ONCPATHBHOTO IPABOIIPpHUIIAraHC B IMO-IIMPOKATA 06HaCT Ha KOHCTUTYLIMUOHHOTO U

MOJIMTUYCCKOTO YIIPaBJICHHUC.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha WCTOPWYECKHS M CHUCTEMEH aHalW3, JOKTOPAaHTHT (opMmynmpa CBOE

OpPHUTMHAJIHO OMPCACIICHUC!

,, Jawumama na punancosume unmepecu Ha Eeponetickus cvioz e cucmema om npuHyunu,
NOAUMUKU U  HOPMU, 2APAHMUPAHU OM eBPONelicKa U HAYUOHATHA AOMUHUCPAMUBHA
ungpacmpykmypa, Hacouenu KbM npeoomepamasane, pasKpueane u pazcied8ane Ha He3aKOHHO
noseoenue, Koemo iusie He2amusHo 8bPXy NPASUIHOMO, eqheKMUBHO U ePUKACHO Gopmupane u
pasxoosaune Ha 6100xcema Ha Eeponetickus cvio3 u Ha He2o8ume UHCMUMYYUY, OP2anu, CLyxHcoOUu u

dazceHyuu, Koemo eKirndea u Oeticmesus cieo ycmaHoeA6ane Ha maKkoed HE3AKOHHO nogeoerue .

JIBeTe 000COOEHM TJIaBU ca B3aMMHO CBBbP3aHHU U TEMAaTHYHO MOJYMHEHH HAa OCHOBHATA 11
Ha JUcepTalMOHHMS TpyA. HampaBeHuTe H3BOAM M 3aKIIIOUYEHUS Ca OPUTMHAIHU, NMPABUIHU U

ITOJIC3HHU.



BriewatnenneTo 3a 6orata TeopeTHYHa M NMPAKTUYECKa OCHOBA HA TPyJa CE OCHOBAaBA HA
6oratus HaOOp Ha IbPBUYHU U BTOPUYHH U3TOYHHUILIA. ABTOPBT € U3MOI3BAT JOCTATh4YeH MO Opoit
U pa3HooOpa3ue HAOOp OT M3TOYHUIM Ha OBJITAPCKH M UYXKIH aBTOPH, ChAcOHA MpAKTHUKA U

MHO>KeCTBO 0a3MpaHu B MHTEPHET-MPOCTPAHCTBOTO TIOKYMEHTH U MaTepUaIH.
3. OneHKka Ha NIPUHOCUTE HA TUCEPTALUOHHUSA TPYI.

3agbpi0oueHaTa TEOpeTHYHA TMOJArOoTOBKa Ha JokTopaHT llleproHoB My mo3BOJIsABa ¢
MPEU3HOCT Jla M3CJIe[IBa MOCTaBeHAaTa TeMa, KaKTO M PEIIaBaHETO Ha MOCTABEHUTE 3aJaud B
AUCCPTAIUOHHUA TPYA. Te wn3ucksar SaI[’bJIGO‘-IeHI/I IIO3HAHUA B O6J'IaCTTa Ha MCKIAYHAPOAHOTO

npaBo, Ha mpaBoTo Ha EC, Ha ¢puHaHCOBOTO MpaBo, KouTo IlleproHOB HECEMHEHO AEMOHCTpHUpA.

N3060pbT HAa TeMaTa € OpUTHHAJICH, a TEMAaTa € CIOXKHA 32 U3CIIE/IBAHE B €/IHA JIOKTOPCKA
nuceptanus. Beaopeku ToBa aBTOPBHT € MOCTUTHAT MOCTABEHUTE €M M 3a/aud, HAMpPaBHI €
MHTEPECHH M MpaBWIHM HM3BOAM. B nucepTanMOHHUS TPyA C€ CHABPKAT HAYyYHH U HAYKO-

MPWIOKHU IpuHOCH. [Ipremam nmocoyeHuTe oT TOKTOpaHTa MPUHOCH KAaTo MPAaBUIHU U BEPHHU.

KOHerTHO Oux rmocoyunia CJICAHU ITO-BAKHU IIPUHOCH, 0e3 ¢ ToBa Ja u3ucpriBaMm BCUYKU

JIOCTOMHCTBA HA IUCEPTAIUATA:

v TlpennoxeHuero 3a (QYHKIMOHATHO W aJAlTHBHO OINpEJIC/ICHUE 3a 3alluTa Ha
¢unancoBute nHrepecu Ha EC nompuHacs 3a 3amrbjiBaHe Ha BaXKHA NMpa3HUHA B
npaBHaTa Hayka. ToBa ompefeneHue Ompenens mpeaMera, (QyHKOUATa |
MHCTUTYIIMOHAJTHATA OCHOBAa Ha CHCTEMaTra, KaTro ChIICBPEMEHHO 3ara3Ba
I'bBKaBOCTTA, HEOOXOAMMA 32 OBJCIIM Pa3BUTH, KaTO HAllpUMep HOBU GOpMH Ha

HC3aKOHHO ITOBCACHUC, XI/I6pI/II[HI/I 3ariIaxu, TCXHOJIOTHYHU PUCKOBE U U 1IP.

v Tlpesio)XeHH ca KOHKPETHH MEXaHM3MH 3a MOA00psBaHE HAa HAIMOHATHUS
aJIMUHUCTPATUBEH KalalMTeT B 00JacTH, CBbP3aHH ChC 3alllUTaTa Ha OIOKETa Ha
EC. 3ammrara Ha ¢unancosure untepecu Ha EC ce e pa3Buna or oOmia

HEOOXOAMMOCT 10 TIeHTpasiHa (DYHKITMOHAIHA cucTeMa Ha EBpomneiickus chro3.

v JIOCTOMHCTBO Ha TPyJa Ca CaMOCTOSTEIHHUTE HM3BOAM M IPEIUIOKEHHUS, KOUTO

AOKTOPAHTBT IIpaBU, C KOCTO HCTOBOTO NPUCHCTBUC € OCE3aCMO B Tpyda.



v' BaxkeH NPHHOC € apryMEHTHPAaHOTO CXBalllaHE, 4Ye OBICIIOTO pPa3sBUTHE Ha
3ammrTata Ha (uHaHcoBuTe MHTepecu Ha EC TpsOBa nma ce pbKOBOAM HE OT
MHTErpalusaTa KaTo camMolell, a OT (PyHKIIMOHAIHOCT, HHCTUTYILIMOHAJICH OaaHc 1
3ama3BaHe Ha JOBEPHUETO MEXKJy HALMOHAIHUSA CYBEPEHHUTET W €BpOIeicKaTra

HHTCrpanus.

[TocoyeHnTe MOCTOMHCTBA W MPUHOCH Ca 3aciyra Ha aBTOpa, YHETO ,,IPUCHCTBHE"
€ 0Ce3aeMOo B JUCEPTAIMATA U B IMyOJIMKAIUUATE 10 TeMara Ha aucepTarusrta /oomo 4 op./. Te ca

CBHUJICTEJICTBO 3a TpaifHus nHTepec Ha llleprnoHOB KbM pa3nmuyHu aclieKTH Ha U30paHaTa TemMa.

ABtopedepaTsT (B 00eM 26 cTpaHUIIM) OTTOBaps Ha M3MCKBAHUATA U JaBa BIpHA U TOYHA

MpeACTaBa 3a OT/ACITHUTE TJIaBH, 0000IIEHUATA U TTOCTIKCHUATA HA TUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/I.

Mowrte GenexKku ca mo-CKOpO KbM CTPYKTypara, KOsITO € CaMO OT JBE TJIaBU NPHU TaKbB
rojisiMm obem oT moBeue oT 300 crpaHunu, HO eaHa 100pa 0OOCHOBKA Ha aBTOpa MO BpeMe Ha

myOJIMYHATA 3amuyTa O 1ajia ICHOTa OTHOCHO TO3H H300p.

Brrpeku ToBa HabMOIeHUE, TUCEPTALIUATA € [TOCIIeI0BaTeIHA, IOTHYECKH OpraHU3upaHa

" yCIIsBa Ja IMMOCTUTHE IIOCTABECHUTE CH LCJIN.

IIpenopbuBam Ha r-H LlleproOHOB 1a IPOABIKYA CBOUTE HAYYHU HU3CIICIBAHMS 10 TEMATA
U J1a HarpaBHM CBOMTE HAYYHHM MHTEPECH MPEIMET Ha KHHUTa, KOATO Ja ObJie U3MOI3BaHa OT HIMPOK

KpBI' MHTEPECYBAIIH C€, BKIIOYUTEIHO CTYACHTH, TIOKTOPAHTH, MPAKTUKYBAIIN IOPUCTU U IPYTH.

4. 3akjaouyeHne

Hznoxenure Imo-rope C’bO6pa)KeHI/I5[ JaBaT JOCTAaTbYHO OCHOBAHHSA 3a ITIOJIOXKHTCIHA

OIICHKA Ha AuccpTanuiaTa U IpOBCIACHUTC B HCA U3CIICABAHU.

Cropen MeH aucepTalusTa OTrOBaps Ha aKaJeMHUYHHUTE W 3aKOHOBUTE W3HMCKBaHUS 3a
MPUCHKTaHE Ha 00pa3oBaTeIHATA M Hay4YHA CTENeH ,,JOKTOp . Ts mpeacTaBiisiBa OpUTHHAICH U
[IEHEeH IPUHOC KbM ChbBPEMEHHHUTE HAYYHH M3CIIeBaHMs B 001acTTa Ha MpaBoTo Ha EBporneiickus

ChI03, MEXKIyHAPOJHOTO IIPABO U 3alUTaTa Ha (MHAHCOBHUTE MHTEpecH Ha EBponeiickus chio3.



VY6eneHo qaBam cBOsITa MOJIOKUTENTHA OL[EHKA 32 TPOBECHOTO U3CIIEBAHE U J1a MPEIIoKa
Ha yBakaeMHTe 4ieHoBe Ha HaydHOTO Xypu na mpuchIaT oOpa3oBaTelHaTa M HAaydyHA CTETCH
,JOKTOp* Ha: Anekcanawp Illemmusnos IlleproroB B oOnact Ha Bucmie oopa3oBanue 3.CouuanHu,
CTOTAHCKHU Y TIPaBHU Hayku, TpodecuonanHo HampasieHue 3.6. [IpaBo, mokTOopcka mporpama

»»MEXTYHAPOIHO MTPABO U MEXITYHAPOIHU OTHOIICHUS .

I'p. Codus, 19.06.2026 1. M3roTBuIiI CTaHOBUILETO:

/mpod. n.10.H. Hansa bosmxuesa/
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1. Presentation of the Procedure and the Doctoral Candidate.

I have been appointed to serve as a member of the Scientific committee by Order No. RD 09-61 of
the Director of the Institute for State and the Law at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (ISL-BAS)
in connection with the procedure for the public defence of the doctoral dissertation submitted by Mr

Aleksandar Shterionov, a part-time doctoral candidate in the Department of International Law.

Mr Shterionov was admitted to the doctoral programme International Law and International
Relations in part-time mode of study pursuant to Order No. RD-09-71 of 13 July 2022 issued by the
Director of ISL-BAS. Following the successful completion of his doctoral studies, he was granted the
right to proceed to the public defence of his dissertation, effective from 29 April 2026, pursuant to
Order No. RD-09-60 of 7 May 2026 issued by the Director of ISL-BAS.



The dissertation, the dissertation abstract, and all other required documentation were submitted within
the statutory deadline. The submitted materials comply with the minimum national requirements
established under Article 2b of the Academic Staff Development in the Republic of Bulgaria Act for

Scientific Field 3: Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional Field 3.6 Law.

Throughout his doctoral studies, Mr. Shterionov successfully completed all activities prescribed in
his Individual Study Plan. He accumulated a total of 414 credits, significantly exceeding the minimum
requirements of the programme. As evidenced by the examination records, he passed with distinction
all compulsory examinations, including those in his area of specialisation, English language
proficiency, and the course in computer literacy and presentation skills offered by the Training Centre

of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

Further evidence of the doctoral candidate’s excellent academic performance is provided by the
positive assessment regarding his readiness to proceed to the internal pre-defence procedure, as well
as by the highly favourable evaluation of his overall work as a doctoral researcher prepared by his

academic supervisor, Prof. Dr. Irena Ilieva.

Particularly noteworthy is Mr. Shterionov’s active participation in the academic life of the I Institute
for State and the Law during the period of his doctoral training. He has presented papers at numerous
academic conferences and scholarly forums, contributed as a part-time lecturer to university courses
related to the subject matter of his dissertation, and participated as a lecturer and expert in several
scientific and educational projects in Bulgaria. These activities demonstrate both his sustained
commitment to academic research and his ability to disseminate specialised knowledge to wider

academic and professional audiences.

The documentation submitted as part of the procedure confirms that the doctoral candidate has
fulfilled all academic and administrative requirements for admission to the public defence of his

dissertation.
2. Presentation and Assessment of the Dissertation.

The dissertation topic is highly relevant, academically significant, and suitable for doctoral research.
The excellent academic background acquired by Mr. Shterionov at the Faculty of Law of Sofia

University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” where he obtained a Master’s Degree in Law, as well as a Master’s
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Degree in National Security and Defence from the G. S. Rakovski Military Academy, combined with
his extensive professional experience as a legal practitioner and expert in various governmental
institutions and international organizations, as evidenced by his curriculum vitae, have provided him
with the necessary qualifications to undertake an original and comprehensive study of the complex

issue of the protection of the financial interests of the European Union (EU).

The dissertation is structured in a logical and coherent manner and comprises a table of contents, an
introduction, two substantive chapters, a conclusion (with a total length of 324 pages), a bibliography
of the literature and sources consulted (18 pages), and the required Declaration of Originality and

Authenticity.

Given the limitations of the present review, only a concise overview of the dissertation and its

principal merits will be provided.

The “Introduction” presents the relevance and significance of the research problem addressed in the
dissertation, reviews the current state of scholarly inquiry in the field, and outlines the methods and
methodology employed in the research, which, in my view, have been appropriately selected and

effectively applied. It also clearly formulates the aims and objectives of the study.

Chapter One, entitled “The Historical Development of the Protection of the Financial Interests of the
European Union”, comprises four distinct sections in which the author identifies four principal stages
in the historical evolution of the legal framework governing the protection of the European Union’s
financial interests. The specific characteristics of each stage are thoroughly examined and critically

assessed.

The first stage, defined by the author as covering the period from 1952 to 1989, is associated with the
emerging need to safeguard the financial interests of the European Communities and with the gradual

establishment of the fundamental principles of European Union law.

According to Shterionov, the second stage, spanning the years 1989-1997, is characterized by
processes of consolidation, analytical assessment, and the search for practical legal solutions aimed

at reducing the detrimental effects of unlawful conduct affecting the European budget.



The third stage, covering the period from 1998 to 2007, is marked by efforts towards optimization
and institutional restructuring. Attention is devoted to the culmination of this process, namely the
Treaty of Lisbon, which created the legal and institutional prerequisites for the implementation of a
substantial number of reforms of crucial importance to the European Union in the field of protecting

its financial interests and the Union budget.

The fourth stage, identified as extending from 2007 to 2017, encompasses the post-Lisbon period and
is characterized by the implementation of two long-standing initiatives that resulted in a qualitative
advancement in the development of the legal framework governing the protection of the European

Union’s financial interests.

Chapter Two, entitled “Current State, Definition, and Issues Related to the Protection of the
Financial Interests of the European Union”, consists of three separate sections addressing a few

significant theoretical and practical issues.

At the outset of this chapter, the author provides an in-depth analysis of the current state of the
protection of the European Union’s financial interests (PFI). The doctoral candidate advances the
argument that the period following 2017 represents the most substantial transformation in the
criminal-law dimension of the protection of the EU’s financial interests. The transposition of the PIF
Directive and the preparatory processes leading to the operationalization of the European Public
Prosecutor’s Office have resulted in the establishment of a functioning European enforcement

mechanism aimed at safeguarding the Union’s budget.

At the same time, Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 linked the protection of the EU budget to the
principle of the rule of law, thereby extending the scope of this field beyond purely operational law

enforcement into the broader domain of constitutional and political governance.

Drawing upon historical and systemic analysis, the doctoral candidate formulates an original
definition of the concept under examination: “The protection of the financial interests of the
European Union is a system of principles, policies, and legal norms, guaranteed through a European
and national administrative infrastructure, aimed at preventing, detecting, and investigating unlawful
conduct that adversely affects the proper, efficient, and effective establishment and expenditure of the
budget of the European Union and of its institutions, bodies, offices, and agencies, including actions

undertaken following the identification of such unlawful conduct.”



The two chapters are closely interconnected and consistently aligned with the overall objective of the
dissertation. The findings and conclusions reached by the author are original, well-reasoned, and of

both theoretical and practical value.

The dissertation demonstrates a solid theoretical and empirical foundation, supported by an extensive
body of primary and secondary sources. The author has consulted a sufficiently broad and diverse
range of materials, including works by Bulgarian and foreign scholars, relevant case law, and

numerous documents and resources available through online databases and institutional repositories.

Overall, the dissertation provides convincing evidence that the author possesses in-depth knowledge
of the research field and the ability to critically analyse and independently interpret the achievements

of contemporary legal scholarship relating to the issues under consideration.
3. Assessment of the Contributions of the Dissertation.

Mr. Shterionov’s sound theoretical preparation has enabled him to examine the chosen topic with
considerable precision and to address successfully the research objectives and tasks set out in the
dissertation. The subject matter requires extensive knowledge of international law, European Union
law, and financial law, and the doctoral candidate demonstrates a high level of competence in each

of these fields throughout the study.

The choice of topic is both original and ambitious for doctoral research. Nevertheless, the author has
successfully fulfilled the stated objectives, addressed the research questions, and arrived at well-
reasoned and thought-provoking conclusions. The dissertation contains both scholarly and applied
contributions. 1 consider the contributions identified by the doctoral candidate to be wvalid,

substantiated, and of genuine academic value.

Without claiming to provide an exhaustive account of the dissertation’s merits, I would highlight the

following contributions as particularly significant:

v' The proposed functional and adaptive definition of the protection of the European Union’s
financial interests constitutes a valuable contribution towards filling an important gap in legal
scholarship. This definition identifies the subject matter, functions, and institutional

foundations of the system while preserving the flexibility required to accommodate future



developments, including emerging forms of unlawful conduct, hybrid threats, technological

risks, and other evolving challenges.

v" The author further proposes specific mechanisms aimed at enhancing national administrative
capacity in areas related to the protection of the European Union’s budget. The dissertation
convincingly demonstrates that the protection of the EU’s financial interests has evolved from

a general necessity into a central functional system within the European Union.

v' A notable strength of the dissertation lies in the independent conclusions and proposals
advanced by the doctoral candidate, whose personal contribution is clearly discernible

throughout the study.

v" Of particular importance is the conclusion that the future development of the protection of the
European Union’s financial interests should not be guided by integration as an end in itself,
but rather by considerations of functionality, institutional balance, and the preservation of

mutual trust between national sovereignty and European integration.

The above merits and contributions are clearly attributable to the author, whose scholarly engagement
is evident throughout both the dissertation and his publications related to the research topic (a total
of 4 publications). These publications demonstrate Mr. Shterionov’s sustained academic interest in

the various dimensions of the subject under consideration.

The “Abstract” of the dissertation, comprising 26 pages, satisfies the applicable requirements and
provides an accurate and comprehensive overview of the structure, principal findings, conclusions,

and contributions of the dissertation.

My only observation relates to the structure of the dissertation, which consists of two chapters despite
its substantial length of more than 300 pages. Whilst this organisational choice does not detract from
the overall quality and scholarly value of the research, a more explicit explanation of the rationale
underlying this structure would have enhanced the presentation of the work and provided additional

clarity for the reader.

Notwithstanding this observation, the dissertation is coherent, logically organised, and succeeds in

achieving its stated objectives.



I strongly encourage Mr. Shterionov to pursue further research on this topic and to publish the results
of his work in the form of a scholarly monograph. Given the relevance, originality, and practical
significance of the issues examined, such a publication would undoubtedly be of substantial benefit
to a wide range of readers, including students, doctoral researchers, academics, legal practitioners,
and other professionals with an interest in European Union law and the protection of the European

Union’s financial interests.
4. Conclusion.

The considerations set out above provide sufficient grounds for a positive assessment of the

dissertation and the research undertaken therein.

In my opinion, the dissertation satisfies the academic and statutory requirements for the award of the
educational and scientific degree of “Doctor”. It represents an original and valuable contribution to
contemporary scholarship in the fields of European Union law, international law, and the protection

of the European Union’s financial interests.

I am therefore pleased to recommend to the distinguished members of the Scientific committee that
the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” be awarded to Aleksandar Shteliyanov Shterionov
in the field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.6 Law,

doctoral programme “International Law and International Relations.”

Sofia, 19 June 2026 Prepared by:

/Prof. Dr. Nadia Boyadjieva, D. Sc./
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